
Descendants of Abigail Smith

Generation 1

1. ABIGAIL1 SMITH was born in 1744. She died in 1818. She married John Adams (son of John 
Adams and Susanna Boylston) on 25 Oct 1764 in Weymouth, Norfolk. He was born on 30 
Oct 1735 in Braintree, Norfolk County, Massachusetts. He died on 04 Jul 1826 in Braintree, 
Norfolk, Massachusetts on his farm in Quincy. 

Notes for Abigail Smith:

Abigail Smith, wife of U.S. President John Adams, is a 30th cousin, three times removed in 
relation to me. Abigail is the 16th cousin, nine times removed to my son-in-law, Steven O. 
Westmoreland.

The ancestors in common for Abigail and me are Eystein Glumra Ivarsson, the Earl of More, 
and his wife, Aseda Rognvaldsdatter.  They are the 29th great grandparents of Abigail and 
the 32nd great grandparents to me.  They are Vikings of Norway who lived in the 800's.

As the wife of John Adams, Abigail Adams was the first woman to serve as Second Lady of 
United States and the second woman to serve as First Lady. She was also the mother of 
the sixth President, John Quincy Adams. A political influencer, she is remembered for the 
many letters of advice she exchanged with her husband during the Continental 
Congresses. 

Inheriting New England's strongest traditions, Abigail Smith was born in 1744 at Weymouth, 
Massachusetts. On her mother's side she was descended from the Quinces, a family of 
great prestige in the colony; her father and other forbearers were Congregational ministers, 
leaders in a society that held its clergy in high esteem.

Like other women of the time, Abigail lacked formal education; but her curiosity spurred her 
keen intelligence, and she read avidly the books at hand. Reading created a bond between 
her and young John Adams, Harvard graduate launched on a career in law, and they were 
married in 1764. It was a marriage of the mind and of the heart, enduring for more than half 
a century, enriched by time.

The young couple lived on John's small farm at Braintree or in Boston as his practice 
expanded. In ten years she bore three sons and two daughters; she looked after family and 
home when he went traveling as circuit judge. "Alas!" she wrote in December 1773, "How 
many snow banks divide thee and me...."

Long separations kept Abigail from her husband while he served the country they loved, as 
delegate to the Continental Congress, envoy abroad, elected officer under the Constitution. 
Her letters--pungent, witty, and vivid, spelled just as she spoke--detail her life in times of 
revolution. They tell the story of the woman who stayed at home to struggle with wartime 
shortages and inflation; to run the farm with a minimum of help; to teach four children when 
formal education was interrupted. Most of all, they tell of her loneliness without her "dearest 
Friend." The "one single expression," she said, "dwelt upon my mind and played about my 
Heart...."

In 1784, she joined him at his diplomatic post in Paris, and observed with interest the 
manners of the French. After 1785, she filled the difficult role of wife of the first United 
States Minister to Great Britain, and did so with dignity and tact. They returned happily in 
1788 to Massachusetts and the handsome house they had just acquired in Braintree, later 
called Quincy, home for the rest of their lives.

As wife of the first Vice President, Abigail became a good friend to Mrs. Washington and a 
valued help in official entertaining, drawing on her experience of courts and society abroad. 
After 1791, however, poor health forced her to spend as much time as possible in Quincy. 
Illness or trouble found her resolute; as she once declared, she would "not forget the 
blessings which sweeten life."
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When John Adams was elected President, she continued a formal pattern of entertaining--
even in the primitive conditions she found at the new capital in November 1800. The city 
was wilderness, the President's House far from completion. Her private complaints to her 
family provide blunt accounts of both, but for her three months in Washington she duly held 
her dinners and receptions.

The Adamses retired to Quincy in 1801, and for 17 years enjoyed the companionship that 
public life had long denied them. Abigail died in 1818, and is buried beside her husband in 
United First Parish Church. She leaves her country a most remarkable record as patriot and 
First Lady, wife of one President and mother of another.

The biographies of the First Ladies on WhiteHouse.gov are from “The First Ladies of the 
United States of America,” by Allida Black. Copyright 2009 by the White House Historical 
Association.

Notes for John Adams:

President John Adams, the second President of the United States, is the husband of 
Abigail Smith, a  30th cousin, three times removed to me.  Refer to Abigail's notes in this 
record for more details. Abigail also is the 13th cousin, three times removed to our first 
President, General George Washington.

"Learned and thoughtful, John Adams was more remarkable as a political philosopher than 
as a politician. "People and nations are forged in the fires of adversity," he said, doubtless 
thinking of his own as well as the American experience.

"Adams was born in the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1735. A Harvard-educated lawyer, he 
early became identified with the patriot cause; a delegate to the First and Second 
Continental Congresses, he led in the movement for independence.

"During the Revolutionary War he served in France and Holland in diplomatic roles, and 
helped negotiate the treaty of peace. From 1785 to 1788 he was minister to the Court of St. 
James's, returning to be elected Vice President under George Washington.   On September 
27,1779, Adams was named to negotiate the Revolutionary War's peace terms with Britain.

"Adams' two terms as Vice President were frustrating experiences for a man of his vigor, 
intellect, and vanity. He complained to his wife, Abigail, "My country has in its wisdom 
contrived for me the most insignificant office that ever the invention of man contrived or his 
imagination conceived."

"When Adams became President, the war between the French and British was causing 
great difficulties for the United States on the high seas and intense partisanship among 
contending factions within the Nation.

"His administration focused on France, where the Directory, the ruling group, had refused to 
receive the American envoy and had suspended commercial relations.

"Adams sent three commissioners to France, but in the spring of 1798 word arrived that the 
French Foreign Minister Talleyrand and the Directory had refused to negotiate with them 
unless they would first pay a substantial bribe.  Adams reported the insult to Congress, and 
the Senate printed the correspondence, in which the Frenchmen were referred to only as 
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"X, Y, and Z."

"The Nation broke out into what Jefferson called "the X. Y. Z. fever," increased in intensity 
by Adams's exhortations.  The populace cheered itself hoarse wherever the President 
appeared.  Never had theFederalists been so popular.

"Congress appropriated money to complete three new frigates and to build additional ships, 
and authorized the raising of a provisional army. It also passed the Alien and Sedition Acts, 
intended to frighten foreign agents out of the country and to stifle the attacks of Republican 
editors.

"President Adams did not call for a declaration of war, but hostilities began at sea. At first, 
American shipping was almost defenseless against French privateers, but by 1800 armed 
merchantmen and U.S. warships were clearing the sea-lanes.

"Despite several brilliant naval victories, war fever subsided.  Word came to Adams that 
France also had no stomach for war and would receive an envoy with respect. Long 
negotiations ended the quasi war.

"Sending a peace mission to France brought the full fury of theHamiltonians against Adams.  
In the campaign of 1800 the Republicans were united and effective, the Federalists badly 
divided.  Nevertheless, Adams polled only a few less electoral votes thanJefferson, who 
became President.

"On November 1, 1800, just before the election, Adams arrived in the new Capital City to 
take up his residence in the White House. On his second evening in its damp, unfinished 
rooms, he wrote his wife, 'Before I end my letter, I pray Heaven to bestow the best of 
Blessings on this House and all that shall hereafter inhabit it.  May none but honest and 
wise Men ever rule under this roof.'

"Adams retired to his farm in Quincy.  Here he penned his elaborate letters to Thomas 
Jefferson.  Here on July 4, 1826, he whispered his last words:  'Thomas Jefferson survives.'  
But Jefferson had died at Monticello a few hours earlier."

Source:http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/ja2.html
Abigail Smith and John Adams had the following children:

i. ABAGAIL ADAMS (daughter of John Adams and Abigail Smith) was born on 14 
Jul 1765. She died on 13 Aug 1813.

ii. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS (son of John Adams and Abigail Smith) was born on 11 Jul 
1767 in Braintree, Massachusetts. He died on 23 Feb 1848 in Washington, 
District of Columbia. He married Louisa Catherine Johnson (daughter of 
Joshua Johnson and Editing Catherine Nuth) on 26 Jul 1797 in at All 
Hallows-by-the-Tower in London, England. She was born on 12 Feb 1775 in 
England. She died on 15 May 1852. 

Notes for John Quincy Adams:

President John Quincy Adams is the sixth President of the UnitedStates.  He 
is the 30th cousin, three times removed to me.  Ourancestors in common are 
Ragnvald I (died in 890 AD) and his wife,Hild, who were the 28th great 
grandparents to John Quincy Adams.  Theywere the 31st great grandparents 
to me.   This Ragnvald I was alsoknown as Ragnvald the Mighty or Ragnvald 
the Wise.  He was Jarl of theUplands of Norway, a Viking.  He became one of 
King Harald's men in866.  Rangwold gave the king the name of Harfager (Fair 
Hair).Ragnvald defeated Solve Kold of More and King Novke of Romsdal at 
theBattle of Solskel in 867.  He was given those districts by King Harald"Fair 
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Hair."  President Adams is the 17th cousin, eight times removedto my son-in-
law, Steve O. Westmoreland.

President Adams is the half 13th cousin, four times removed to ourfirst 
President, General George Washington.

At one place, President Adams is qouted as saying, "Posterity! Youwill never 
know how much it cost the present generation to preserveyour freedom.  I 
hope you will make good use of it."

"The first President who was the son of a President, John Quincy Adamsin 
many respects paralleled the career as well as the temperament 
andviewpoints of his illustrious father. Born in Braintree,Massachusetts, in 
1767, he watched the Battle of Bunker Hill from thetop of Penn's Hill above 
the family farm. As secretary to his fatherin Europe, he became an 
accomplished linguist and assiduous diarist.

"After graduating from Harvard College, he became a lawyer. At age 26he 
was appointed Minister to the Netherlands, then promoted to theBerlin 
Legation. In 1802 he was elected to the United States Senate.Six years later 
President Madison appointed him Minister to Russia.

"Serving under President Monroe, Adams was one of America's 
greatSecretaries of State, arranging with England for the joint occupationof 
the Oregon country, obtaining from Spain the cession of theFloridas, and 
formulating with the President the Monroe Doctrine.

"In the political tradition of the early 19th century, Adams asSecretary of 
State was considered the political heir to thePresidency. But the old ways of 
choosing a President were giving wayin 1824 before the clamor for a popular 
choice.

"Within the one and only party--the Republican--sectionalism andfactionalism 
were developing, and each section put up its owncandidate for the 
Presidency. Adams, the candidate of the North, fellbehind Gen. Andrew 
Jackson in both popular and electoral votes, butreceived more than William H. 
Crawford and Henry Clay. Since nocandidate had a majority of electoral 
votes, the election was decidedamong the top three by the House of 
Representatives. Clay, who favoreda program similar to that of Adams, threw 
his crucial support in theHouse to the New Englander.

"Upon becoming President, Adams appointed Clay as Secretary of 
State.Jackson and his angry followers charged that a "corrupt bargain" 
hadtaken place and immediately began their campaign to wrest 
thePresidency from Adams in 1828.

"Well aware that he would face hostility in Congress, Adamsnevertheless 
proclaimed in his first Annual Message a spectacularnational program. He 
proposed that the Federal Government bring thesections together with a 
network of highways and canals, and that itdevelop and conserve the public 
domain, using funds from the sale ofpublic lands. In 1828, he broke ground 
for the 185-mile C & 0 Canal.

"Adams also urged the United States to take a lead in the developmentof the 
arts and sciences through the establishment of a nationaluniversity, the 
financing of scientific expeditions, and the erectionof an observatory. His 
critics declared such measures transcendedconstitutional limitations.
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"The campaign of 1828, in which his Jacksonian opponents charged himwith 
corruption and public plunder, was an ordeal Adams did not easilybear. After 
his defeat he returned to Massachusetts, expecting tospend the remainder of 
his life enjoying his farm and his books.

"Unexpectedly, in 1830, the Plymouth district elected him to the Houseof 
Representatives, and there for the remainder of his life he servedas a 
powerful leader. Above all, he fought against circumscription ofcivil liberties.

"In 1836 southern Congressmen passed a "gag rule" providing that 
theHouse automatically table petitions against slavery. Adams tirelesslyfought 
the rule for eight years until finally he obtained its repeal.

"On February 21, 1848, he collapsed on the floor of the House from astroke 
and was carried to the Speaker's Room, where two days later hedied. He was 
buried--as were his father, mother, and wife--at FirstParish Church in Quincy. 
To the end, "Old Man Eloquent" had fought forwhat he considered right."

There are several bits of trivia about President John Quincey Adamsthat are 
interesting to know.      Adams was the first President togive an interview to a 
woman. Adams had repeatedly refused requestsfor an interview with Anne 
Royall, the first female professionaljournalist in the U.S., so she took a 
different approach to accomplishher goal. She learned that Adams liked to 
skinny-dip in the PotomacRiver almost every morning around 5 AM, so she 
went to the river,gathered his clothes, and sat on them until he answered all 
of herquestions.

On another occasion, while Adams was skinny-dipping in the PotomacRiver, a 
tramp stole the clothes he had left on the riverbank. Adamsremained in the 
river for nearly an hour, until he saw a young boywalking along the river bank. 
He called to the boy to "Go up to theWhite House and ask Mrs. Adams to 
send down a new set of clothes forthe President." Twenty minutes later, the 
boy returned with a servantfrom the White House, bearing a new set of 
clothes for Adams.

The "c" in Adams's middle name "Quincy" is properly pronounced withthe z 
sound, not the s sound, just like the city of Quincy,Massachusetts, and 
Quincy Market in Boston (names derived from thesame family).

According to a study by psychologist Keith Simonton, Adams has thehighest 
estimated IQ of any US president.

Source:http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/ja6.html

iii. SUSANNA ADAMS (daughter of John Adams and Abigail Smith) was born on 23 
Dec 1768. She died on 04 Feb 1770.

iv. CHARLES ADAMS (son of John Adams and Abigail Smith) was born on 29 May 
1770.

v. THOMAS BOYLSTON ADAMS (son of John Adams and Abigail Smith) was born on 
15 Sep 1772.
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